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COVENANT OF MEMBERSHIP   # 5

We recognise our responsibilities (4)

To pray particularly that the Lord will raise up  godly leaders among us 

who will fulfil the qualifications of Scripture; 

to seek God's blessing on those who are so raised up, 

honouring and submitting to their decisions

in such matters as concern the church, 

providing that they are made in accordance with the church's constitution and with Scripture.

1)  1 Tim.3:1-13

1  If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the

husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not

violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey

him with proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) 6

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have

a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 8 Deacons, likewise, are to be men

worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep

truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve

as deacons. 11 In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and

trustworthy in everything. 12 A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household

well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus. 

2)  Titus 1:5-9 

5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I

directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the

charge of being wild and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless--not overbearing,

not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather he must be hospitable, one who

loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it

has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 

3)  1 Timothy 5:17-22

17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching

and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain," and "The worker deserves his

wages." 19 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20 Those who sin are

to be rebuked publicly, so that the others may take warning. 21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect

angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism. 22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of

hands, and do not share in the sins of others.

4)  Heb.13:17-19

17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so

that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. 18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a

clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way. 19 I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you

soon. 

5)  1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

12 Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you.

13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. 

6)  1 Corinthians 16:15-18

15 You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service

of the saints. I urge you, brothers, 16 to submit to such as these and to everyone who joins in the work, and labors at it. 17 I was

glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, because they have supplied what was lacking from you. 18 For they

refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men deserve recognition.

7)  1 Peter 5:1-5

1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to

be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, but because you

are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but

being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade

away. 5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older.


