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COVENANT OF MEMBERSHIP   # 6

We recognise our responsibilities (5)

THE PRESENT WORDING

5)  To use our gifts to the full 

in the service of the church 

and under the oversight of the church, 

neither failing through sloth or diffidence to use

those gifts, 

nor proudly seeking prominence and personal

esteem by their use.

A SUGGESTED REVISION

5)  To use our gifts to the full 

in the service of the church 

and under the oversight of the church, 

not allowing laziness or diffidence to prevent

their use, 

nor seeking prestige and personal prominence by

their use.

1)  Romans 12:3-8

 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,

but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.

4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function,

5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have

different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to

his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him

encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him

govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

2)  1 Corinthians chs 12-14 

Chapter 12

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same

Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 7 Now to each

one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit

the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith

by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another

prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to

still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives

them to each one, just as he determines. 12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and

though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one

Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I

do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should

say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of

the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an

ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of

them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there

are many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don’t need you!" And the head cannot

say to the feet, "I don’t need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are

indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honourable we treat with special honour. And the parts

that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special

treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honour to the parts that

lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for

each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with

it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the church God has

appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having

gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different

kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all

have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues ? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And

now I will show you the most excellent way.



Chapter 13

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a

clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge,

and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing... 

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Chapter 14

1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy....

26 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of

instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the

strengthening of the church. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two--or at the most three--should

speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should

keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God. 29 Two or three prophets should speak, and

the others should weigh carefully what is said. 30 And if a revelation comes to someone who is

sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may

be instructed and encouraged. 32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. 33

For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the saints, 34 women

should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as

the Law says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at

home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church... 40 But everything should be done in

a fitting and orderly way.

3)  Acts 13:1-5

1 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius

of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were

worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the

work to which I have called them." 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on

them and sent them off.

4)  Matthew 25:14-30

14   Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his

property to them. 15 To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one

talent, each according to his ability...  19  After a long time the master of those servants returned and

settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received the five talents brought the other five.

‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’ 21 "His master

replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put

you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’... 

24  Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a

hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25

So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 26 

His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown

and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit

with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 28 ‘Take the

talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be given

more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from

him. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping

and gnashing of teeth.’

5)   1 Peter 4:10-11

10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s

grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of

God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may

be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever!


