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COVENANT OF MEMBERSHIP   # 7

We recognise our responsibilities (6)

To give 

carefully 

and systematically 

to the work of the church, 

putting aside the first part of our income regularly 

to support the church and its activities, 

its ministry, 

its works of mercy 

and its missionary endeavour.

(I) Giving is a basic part of church life

(1) Acts 2:44-45

41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number

that day. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were

done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their

possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 

(2) Acts 4:32-36

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his

own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no needy persons

among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money

from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 36

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of

Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.

(II)  How do we give?

(3) 1 Corinthians 16:1-4

1 Now about the collection for God’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first

day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving

it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters

of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.

(III)  Why do churches need money?

To care for needy church members

(4) 1 Timothy 5:3-16

3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.  4 But if a widow has children or

grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own

family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God... 8 If anyone does not

provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse

than an unbeliever.  9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been

faithful to her husband, 10 and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing

hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of

good deeds.  11 As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list....  13  they get into the habit of

being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also gossips

and busybodies, saying things they ought not to.  



To care for its workers and preachers

(5) 1 Corinthians 9:3-14

3 This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me. 4 Don’t we have the right to food and drink? 5

Don’t we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord’s

brothers and Cephas ? 6 Or is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living? 7 Who serves as a

soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its grapes? Who tends a flock and

does not drink of the milk? 8 Do I say this merely from a human point of view? Doesn’t the Law say the

same thing? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the

grain.”...  13 Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and

those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has

commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 

To care for missionaries

(6) Philippians 4:10-19

10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been

concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I

have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know

what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether

well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives

me strength. 14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know,

in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church

shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in

Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. 17 Not that I am looking for a gift,

but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment and even

more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a

fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all your needs

according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

To care for other churches

(7) 2 Cor.chs 8

7 But just as you excel in everything - in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in

your love for us - see that you also excel in this grace of giving...  13 Our desire is not that others might

be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present time your

plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will

be equality, 15 as it is written: “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered

little did not have too little.”

IV   What is our motive for giving?

(8) 2 Corinthians chs 8 and 9 

Ch 8: 1  And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian

churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in

rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.

Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the

saints. 5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in

keeping with God’s will...

8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the

earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for

your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

Ch 9 vs 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver....  15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!


