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COVENANT OF MEMBERSHIP   # 4

We recognise our responsibilities (3)

To pray without ceasing for 

and with one another, 

using every opportunity to pray together, 

putting time aside to this end; 

seeking every blessing from God for one another, 

but particularly the blessing of perseverance and increase in holiness; 

praying for the church and its increase, 

for God's blessing upon its activities 

and for all men.

Acts 12:5-15

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 6 The night before

Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and

sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the

cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off

Peter's wrists. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap

your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison.... 12 

he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered

and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to

answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without

opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” 15 “You're out of your mind,” they told her.

Prayer must be persevering.

Prayer must be a priority. 

We must meet together to pray.

1 Tim.2:1-12

1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone, 2

for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and

holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a

knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ

Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men -the testimony given in its proper time...  8 I want

men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing. 9 I also want women to

dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive

clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 11 A woman

should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority

over a man; she must be silent. 

Prayer was the first thing Paul wanted to be put right in the church in Ephesus.

Paul wanted the church to pray all sorts of prayers.

Paul wanted the church to pray for all sorts of people.

Paul wanted the men to take the lead.



James 5:13-20 

13 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 14 Is

any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil

in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord

will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other

and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and

effective. 17 Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not

rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the

earth produced its crops. 19 My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone

should bring him back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save

him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

There are situations where the elders must take the lead in prayer.

We must pray for believers who have fallen into sin.

Prayer brings judgments, prayer brings blessings.

1Thessalonians 5: 12-17

12 Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the

Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live

in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid,

help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but

always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually...

We must never stop praying.

All our other duties in the church are dependent on our praying.

Jude  vs20

20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 

We need to grow in our praying.

We need the help of the Holy Spirit to pray.

Ephesians 6:18-20

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be

alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my

mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for

which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

We are to pray on all occasions

with all kinds of prayers

for all the saints


