
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH, STOCKPORT

COVENANT OF MEMBERSHIP   # 8

We recognise our responsibilities (7)

7)  To acknowledge and submit to the discipline of the church providing that it is according to the pattern

taught in Scripture.

A.  Matthew 18:10-20 - a believer sins against another believer.

10  See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven

always see the face of my Father in heaven. 12  What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and

one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that

wandered off ? 13 And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the

ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of

these little ones should be lost.  15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between

the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or

two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17

If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him

as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18  I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19  Again, I tell you that if two of you

on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where

two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.

(I)     The goal is to restore

(II)    There must be proper process

(III)   We must be patient

(IV)   Discipline may not “succeed”

Are you willing to rebuke?

Are you willing to be rebuked?

B.  2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 - a believer persistently refuses to obey God’s plain commands.

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is

idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you

ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food

without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not

be a burden to any of you.... 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will not

work, he shall not eat.” 11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies.

12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat.

13 And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in

this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet

do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

C.  1 Corinthians 5:1-13 - a believer is involved in public, defiant sin

1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even

among pagans: A man has his father’s wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have been filled

with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this? 3 Even though I am not physically

present, I am with you in spirit. And I have already passed judgment on the one who did this, just as if I

were present. 4 When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the

power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be

destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.... 9 I have written you in my letter not to associate

with sexually immoral people -  not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy

and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing you

that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an

idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 12 What business is it of

mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those

outside. “Expel the wicked man from among you.”

How sad that the church had waited till now!


